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These guidelines give an example of how you might use LibrarySearch to research the following topic: To what extent have recent initiatives to increase the number of people who travel to work by bicycle been successful?

Keyword searching

1. First, make sure you have signed into LibrarySearch
2. Then enter your keywords into the Search field. We can start by searching for bicycle, travel and work. Simply enter all three words into the Search field.
3. Click the Search button.
4. You will notice that this search gives us a lot of results, and that not all of the results appear relevant to our research topic.
5. So, we can add the word initiatives to our search to try to get more relevant results. Simply type the word after your existing keywords in the Search field, then click the Search button.
6. This search should give us far fewer results, and the results appear to be more relevant.
7. Next, we’ll change our keywords slightly. Change bicycle to cycle, and travel work to commute. So, our new keyword search will be: cycle commute initiatives.
8. Click the Search button.
9. This search should give the fewest number of results. Note that the results from this search are quite different from the first two searches. This shows why you need to try a variety of keywords in different combinations.
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Filtering your results

You can use the filter options at the right-hand side of the screen to refine your results. If you would like to limit the results to show only journal articles:

1. Find the Resource Type section.
2. Tick the box next to Articles, then click the Apply Filters button. Alternatively, simply click Articles.
3. You results will now display only journal articles.


Accessing an article
To view an article from your list of results:

1. Find the article you would like to view from your list of results.
2. Click the Download Article link.
3. You article will open in a new browser tab.
4. If there is no Download Article option, click Full text available instead. Then click the full text link on the following screen.
5. Your article will open in a new browser tab.

You can then read the abstract of the article to see whether it is in fact relevant to your research topic.


More information
If you require further help or information, just ask in your library or contact your Subject Librarian.
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